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German aviator, Basser, in four days, spending eighteen hours twelve minutes in the air, flew with a passenger from Berlin to Constantinople, via Buda-Pesth and Bucharest; flights over the Alps were made by Parmelin, on February u, from Geneva to Aosta over Mont Blanc ; by Bider, from Berne to Brigues, by the Jungfrau, on April 23 ; and by Landini, over the Alpes Apennines, on July 27; a number of flights through Asia Minor by French and Turkish aviators bound for Jerusalem and Cairo were made, the Turkish aviators suffering two double fatal accidents besides minor mishaps.
Three interesting cross-country races, beginning and ending at Hendon, were the occasions of several fine performances. On June 6, the Aerial Derby, a race round outer London of a distance of about ninety-five miles, was won by W. L. Brock, an American pilot, with an average speed of seventy-two miles per hour ; the same pilot won the race from London to Manchester and back on June 20, and also the race from London to Paris and back on July 10.
In that year Gustav Hamel, who had for long been the foremost British aviator, and was second only to Roland Garros in skill and experience, was " commanded " to Windsor, and gave a demonstration, including " looping/' before their Majesties.
On July 30 Lieutenant Gran flew from Scotland to Norway, an oversea distance of 320 miles.
In the year the Great War broke out several projects for flying across the Atlantic from West to East were under way. Lieutenant J. N. C. Porte, R.N., was nearly ready to make a start on a Curtiss multiple-engine seaplane when he was called back for Service. At the time of his death Gustav Hamel was making rapid preparations for the same feat, in which he was to use a fast and big Martinsyde monoplane.
In 1914 the Concours de Securite in France offered